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Introduction
           The play Bourbon at the Border focuses on Charlie's lives and May, who risked their lives in the Africa -America freedom struggle, and yet their efforts have been forgotten (Giles, 1997). The play brings to light the lives of two unknown civil rights activists and praises their sacrifices and the price they paid for Africa -American freedom.
           In 1964, Charlie and May join hundreds of Americans in what was termed as an enormous voter registration event in Mississippi, USA(Davis,2010). But unknown to them, their lives were going to take another turn forever during the event. Both Charlie and May had been involved in campus activism at Howard University. Unknown to many, their activism activities had been met by hostile forces before, with the university making calls to their parents threatening to expel them. However, the Mississippi event proved tougher to the two seasoned activists. During the event, the white supremacists responded brutally and violently, leaving three civil rights activists dead.  
      Though Charlie and May survived the attack, their lives changed completely. The change in the lives of the two activists brings more complexity to the play. For instance, many years after the attack, the activists are still looking for a way to go past the fateful day's events. Of interest is the way May recognized that Charlie's love for her had wholly taken another turn after the attack. All along with the play, May's mission was to get the lost love which seemed impossible. Determined to win over Charlie, May decided to convince Charlie to leave Detroit and move to Canada, where she thought their love life would flow smoothly (MENSON-FURR,2012). Unfortunately, Charlie got a job as a truck driver through Rosa, who was May’s friend.
       Having read the play, some scenes resonate in me than others, capturing my attention and thoughts. For instance, Act II brings a change in mood and tone. During this scene, May gives along emotional speech describing how she and Charlie suffered at the police's hands in Mississippi.  In the final scene, Charlie explains how he hated his torme3ntors and chooses to leave a violent way to face his haunting past. In this scene, though May disagreed with Charlie's way of meeting his tormenting past, she chose to stimulate a response from the audience. 
       Particularly, from scene II, it becomes fascinating how May is desperate to have Charlie's love back. On the other hand, it is incredible to see how unaware Charlie was of what was going on in May's mind. Throughout the play, May had been fighting two battles; how to face her past torment and win back Charlie's love, while Charlie’s main concern was only how to get past the tormenting times. The carefree life of Rosa captured my attention too. She seemed not bothered in engaging in activism. The second last two scenes caught my attention when May confronted Rosa on her carefree way of life by asking her where she was when it was time to change the world.
       If a chance arose to cast the same play, I would still pick Charlie and May to play the central part. This is because their resilience and determination were undeterred. They aimed to save African -American freedom.   Rosa's character though carefree, would still be essential to point out those ready to compromise at any cost. The play wouldn't be complete without the brutal police officers. They serve as an example of an unfair regime that needs to face its injustices.      
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